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Fire Keeper's Daughter
by Angeline Boulley
This is a thriller about a native teen who must go undercover to
expose corruption in her community, perfect for fans of Angie
Thomas and Tommy Orange.

Awards: 2022 Michael L. Printz Award (excellence in literature for
young adults); 2022 William C. Morris Award (outstanding debut
book published by a first-time author writing for teens); 2022
American Indian Youth Literature Honor Book, Young Adult Fiction
(outstanding writing and illustrations by, and about, Native
Americans and Indigenous peoples of North America)

Last Night at the Telegraph Club
by Malinda Lo
This is a historical fiction novel about Lily and Kathleen, two young
women who fall in love in 1954 amidst Red-Scare paranoia and
hostility against Chinese Americans like Lily.

Awards: 2022 Asian / Pacific American Award for Literature
(outstanding youth literature promoting Asian / Pacific American
culture and heritage); 2022 Stonewall Award (book of exceptional
merit relating to the LGBTQ experience); 2022 Printz Honor Book
(excellence in literature for young adults); 2021 National Book Award,
Young Adult Literature (awarded by National Book Foundation for
outstanding work of American literature)

The Words in My Hands
by Asphyxia
This is a #ownvoices novel about a Deaf teenager's unique and
inspiring exploration of what it means to belong, beautifully told
through a combination of text, paint, collage, and drawings.

Award: 2022 Schneider Family Book Award for Teen Readers
(excellence in artistic expression of the disability experience)

Dig
by A. S. King
This is a family drama that exposes how a toxic culture of polite
white supremacy tears a family apart and how one determined
generation can dig its way out.

Awards: 2020 Michael L. Printz Medal (best book written for teens,
based entirely on its literary merit); 2022 Margaret A. Edwards
Lifetime Achievement Award: A. S. King (recognizing an author who
writes for young adults)

Lore Olympus
by Rachel Smythe
This is a graphic novel series, based on the astoundingly successful
Webtoon that reclaims the story of Persephone and Hades in a
brightly colorful modern romantic drama.

Awards: 2022 Alex Award (top ten adult books appealing to young
adult readers)

Home Is Not a Country
by Safia Elhillo
This is a novel in verse about a teenager caught between cultures
who meditates on the ideas of family, belonging, and home.

Awards: 2021 National Book Award Longlist, Young Adult Literature
(Top 10 books awarded by National Book Foundation for outstanding
work of American literature); 2022 Coretta Scott King Honor
Book (recognizes outstanding books for young adults and
children by African Americans that reflect the African-American
experience)

A Snake Falls to Earth
by Darcie Little Badger
This is a work of indigenous futurism, drawing on the traditions of
Lipan Apache storytelling structure to weave a tale of monsters,
magic, and family.

Awards: 2021 National Book Award Longlist, Young Adult Literature
(Top 10 books awarded by National Book Foundation for outstanding
work of American literature); 2022 Newbery Honor (awarded to the
author of "the most distinguished contributions to American
literature for children")

Me (Moth)
by Amber McBride
This is a novel in verse about two teens grappling grief and belonging
as they take a road trip in search of family roots.

Awards: 2021 National Book Award Longlist, Young Adult Literature
(Top 10 books awarded by National Book Foundation for outstanding
work of American literature); 2022 Coretta Scott King New Talent
Author Award (recognizes outstanding books for young adults and
children by African Americans that reflect the African-American
experience); 2022 William C. Morris Award Finalist (work of young
adult literature by a "first-time author writing for teens")

The Mirror Season
by Anna-Marie McLemore
This is a magical realism novel about trauma and healing. Two teens
discover they were sexually assaulted at the same party, and they
form a friendship through their magic.

Awards: 2021 National Book Award Longlist, Young Adult Literature
(Top 10 books awarded by National Book Foundation for outstanding
work of American literature)

The Last Cuentista
by Donna Barba Higuera
This is a science-fiction adventure about one teen's journey to save
the memory of Earth. When a select group of scientists and their
families depart for a new planet, a sinister group attempts to
eradicate the memory of Earth, and Petra is the only one who can
save Humanity's past.

Awards: 2022 Newbery Medal (awarded to the author of "the most
distinguished contributions to American literature for children")

Cemetery Boys
by Aiden Thomas
This is supernatural thriller about a transgender boy who seeks to
prove his worth to his traditional Latinx family. When Yadriel
summons the ghost of the resident bad boy, he must help Julian
with his unfinished business.
Awards: 2021 YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults

The Sandman
by Neil Gaiman
This is a graphic novel series about Morpheus, or Dream of the
Endless. When Dream is captured by an amateur magician, he must
reclaim his tools and rebuild realm to save existence as we know it,
and that is just the beginning of the Sandman saga.

Awards: 2016 The Sandman: Overture , a prequel mini-series, earned
the Hugo Award ("a fine showcase for speculative fiction" and "the
best-known literary award for science fiction writing"). That a comic
could win outraged critics so much that the Hugo Award created the
Best Graphic Story category so it could never happen again.

