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We Set the Dark on Fire
and
We Unleash the 
Merciless Storm
by Tehlor Kay Mejia
This is a dystopian story about girl 
faced with a difficult decision: will she 
accept her strictly assigned role in 
the polarized society in exchange for 
a life of luxury, or will she join the 
underground resistance in pursuit of 
equality and true (but forbidden) 
love?

Ages 13+



Chef's Kiss
by Jarrett 
Melendez

This is a sweet, queer graphic novel about 
a college graduate desperate for a writing 
job but enjoying his new restaurant job, 
especially his workplace crush Liam.

Ages 13+



Aristotle & 
Dante series 
by Benjamin 
Alire Sáenz

This is a poetic and philosophical 
coming-of-age story about two 
loners who forge a close friendship, 
through which they discover truths 
about themselves and decide what 
sort of people they want to be.

Ages 13+



Heartstopper series
by Alice Oseman

This is a coming-of-age graphic novel 
about two boys who become fast 
friends and then maybe something 
more as they tackle issues of love, 
loyalty, and mental illness. Now a series 
on Netflix!

Ages 13+



Simon vs. The 
Homo Sapiens 
Agenda
by Becky 
Albertalli

This is a funny and heartfelt coming-
of-age and coming out story about 
Simon, whose secret is put at risk 
when a classmate access his emails to 
an online crush.

Ages 13+



The Prince and 
the Dressmaker
by Jen Wang

This is a heartwarming graphic novel about 
a prince who secretly storms Paris' fashion 
scene as the fabulous Lady Chrystallia
while his family pushes him to marry and a 
poor but brilliant dressmaker who longs to 
follow her dream while she works secretly 
for the prince.

Ages 13+



The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower
by 
Stephen Chbosky

This is a coming-of-age story 
about an observant and 
eloquent wallflower who 
experiences all the highs and 
lows of growing up – Charlie 
must navigate first love, great 
loss, new friends, Sex, drugs, 
and The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.

Ages 13+



Flamer
by Mike Curato

This is a coming-of-age graphic novel 
about a boy who is going through 
changes like everyone else but feels like 
the stakes are even higher as he 
befriends a boy he can't stop thinking 
about and travels a path toward self-
discovery and acceptance.

Ages 13+



Clap When You Land
by Elizabeth Acevedo

This is a story about two girls brought 
together by a tragic plane crash – just 
when they think they've lost 
everything of their father, they 
discover each other.

Ages 13+



The Girl from the Sea
by Molly Knox 
Ostertag

This is a sweet and honest graphic 
novel about two girls with a lot of 
secrets who explore their feelings for 
each other as they deal with loyalty to 
friends and family.

Ages 13+



They Both Die at 
the End
by Adam Silvera

This is a story about two boys who, when 
they are informed by Death-Cast that 
they will both die today, use the Last 
Friend app to find someone to spend 
their last hours with, hoping for one last 
adventure of a lifetime in a single day.

Ages 13+



Check Please!
series
by Ngozi Ukazu

This is a hilarious and moving graphic 
novel about a college hockey player who 
happens to have a successful amateur 
patissier vlog, a debilitating fear being 
checked, and a crush on his hockey team 
captain.

Ages 13+



The Henna Wars
by Adiba Jaigirdar

This is a story about two girls caught 
up in family expectations, a school 
competition, and the desire to 
address their feelings for each other.

Ages 13+



May the Best Man Win
by ZR Ellor

This is a coming-of-age story about a 
battle for Homecoming King between a 
transgender boy and the boy he 
dumped last summer.

Ages 13+



Cemetery Boys
by Aiden Thomas

This is a suspenseful yet romantic 
graphic novel about a trans boy who, 
determined to prove his gender to his 
traditional Latinx family, summons a 
ghost with some unfinished business.

Ages 13+


