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DUMPLIN'

BY JULIE MURPHEY
Willowdean Dickson is a self-proclaimed fat
girl, at home in her own skin. But when Will
develops a crush on Bo, she begins to doubt
herself, so she enters a beauty pageant to
prove to the world (and herself) she belongs
up there as much as any other girl. This is a
book about loving who you are.
Age 13+

THE POET X

BY ELIZABETH
ACEVEDO
Xiomara has a lot to say, but as her mother
pushes her to follow the laws of the church, she
feels she has to keep her thoughts to herself...
until she is invited to join her school's slam
poetry club. This is a book about expression and
reconciliation.
Ages 13+

THE ASTONISHING
COLOR OF AFTER

BY EMILY X. R. PAN
As Leigh grapples with the loss of her mother,
she meets her maternal grandparents for the
first time. Although the context is sad, this is a
book about finding oneself through family
history, art, bravery, and love.
Ages 12+

THE GIRL FROM THE SEA
BY MOLLY KNOX
OSTERTAG

Morgan cannot wait to leave her island
hometown, but then she is saved from drowning
by a mysterious girl named Keltie, and the two
become fast friends and maybe something
more. This is a book about love and acceptance.
Ages 12+

THE GREATEST THING

BY SARAH WINIFRED SEARLE
Winifred's two best friends transfer to private
school, and she has to navigate sophomore
year alone. Then she meets April and Oscar,
and they form a strong bond. The only thing in
the way is a secret Winifred cannot even bear
to admit to herself. This is a book about love,
friendship, and self-acceptance.
Ages 12+

THE PRINCE AND THE
DRESSMAKER
BY JEN WANG

Prince Sebastian is facing an arranged marriage,
but he is too busy hiding his secret life as Lady
Chrystallia – a fashion icon in the fashion capital
of the world. His dressmaker and best friend
Frances has dreams of her own. This is a book
about friendship, romance, and confidence in
one's own identity.
Ages 12+

NOVELS BY JANE
AUSTEN
Jane Austen is considered by many to be the
mother of romantic comedies. Sophie Gilbert
of The Atlantic claims, "No one did more to
challenge the conventions and strictures of
marriage for women in the 19th century, while
simultaneously enshrining it as the ultimate
happy ending for her worthy, intelligent, and
independent characters" (2017). These are
books about women who find happiness
within the not-so-happy business of the
necessity of marriage.
Ages 13+

SIMON VS. THE HOMO
SAPIENS AGENDA

BY BECKY ALBERTALLI
Simon meets a boy online and quickly develops
a crush with this boy who he's pretty sure
attends his school. When Simon's emails fall into
the wrong hands, his budding online romance
and even his deepest friendships are put at risk.
This is a book about a geeky, funny, moving
coming-of-age and coming out.
Ages 13+

FRANKLY IN LOVE
BY DAVID YOON

Frank Li is an American-born Korean teen
whose parents expect him to end up with a
nice Korean girl – which is a problem because
Frank is crazy about his new girlfriend Brit,
who is funny and nerdy and white. This is a
book about family and first loves, secrets and
self-discovery.
Ages 14+

DEAR EVAN HANSEN

BY VAL EMMICH, STEVEN
LEVENSON, BENJ PASEK, &
JUSTIN PAUL
When a letter draws high school senior Evan
Hansen to a family grieving over the death of a
son, Evan finds a sense of belonging wrapped in
a lie he never meant to tell – that the late
Connor Murphy was his secret friend. This is a
book about grief, authenticity, and the struggles
with isolation that come with the connectivity of
social media.
Ages 13+

THE PRINCESS BRIDE

BY WILLIAM GOLDMAN
Facing the loss of her true love, a marriage
she doesn't want, and the schemes of
murderous kidnappers, Buttercup allies with a
mysterious masked pirate. This is a book
about "fencing, fighting, torture, revenge,
giants, monsters, chases, escapes, true love,
miracles!" You may have seen the beloved
movie 100 times, but have you read the book?
Ages 13+

NEVERWHERE

BY NEIL GAIMAN
Richard Mayhew is an unassuming London
businessman who, through one act of kindness,
is thrown from his workday life into a whirlwind
adventure in Neverwhere – a world monsters,
murderers, and magic, all in the labyrinthine
underground of London. This is a book about
courage, honor, and vengeance for the
displaced, the invisible, and the extraordinary.
Ages 13+

